
THE ROYAL POINCIANA CHAPEL 
SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER  ISSUE 9 

Rev. Dr. Aaron P. Janklow, Executive Pastor 

The Chapel seeks to be used by God to be a light for Jesus Christ in this 

community and beyond. Through worship, programs, events, and  

outreach, we aim to positively impact the world in which we live and 

make Jesus’ name known among members and friends, and through you 

and those we reach, throughout the world. I hope that no matter what areas of Chapel 

life you participate in, the Chapel gives you something to strengthen your faith and 

guide you in navigating this life knowing you are known and loved by God. This  

work of the Chapel is as important as ever, and each day we do our best to live into this 

call. In striving to do so, we are blessed by your presence, your support, and your  

encouragement. The unique and varied gifts we bring to the Chapel are what makes us 

who we are - thank you for all you do to contribute to the life of the Chapel.  

September 30th marks the end of our fiscal year. Through the financial snapshots  

available each month, we have sought to keep you informed of the ongoing financial 

situation at the Chapel and how we are progressing towards our goals. Reflected in this 

most recent snapshot (printed on page 3), we remain short of our goal for the fiscal year. Please know that each year, diligent 

effort goes into the budgeting process with the goal of providing worship and programs to support and develop the faith of all who 

go, and who might come to the Chapel (we want to continually draw new members to this important work). Thank you to every-

one who has contributed to the Chapel. Your financial support helps us in every way – it ensures the vital work of the Chapel  

continues. As you consider your support of the Chapel, please read the update from Stewart Foster, Director of Music, who  

enhances our worship weekly and fulfills Flagler’s vision for a church that provides the very best music. Read the update from  

Ashley and Christian Crandall, Directors of Children and Youth Ministries, about the dynamic children’s and youth programs that 

continue to reach more and more young people. Reflect on the numerous Bible studies for both men and women that take place 

here at the Chapel throughout the week, as well as the newly formed Twenties and Thirties Group and Prayer Meetings. In addition 

to numerous learning opportunities, we have and support many mission projects that serve our communities, and Dr. Norris and I 

both regularly make homebound and hospital visitations as we strive to be a part of your and your family’s lives. And of course, at 

the center of our Chapel life, is inspiring worship that seeks to glorify Jesus Christ through preaching, singing, Scripture, and prayer. 

Under the leadership of Dr. Norris, this Chapel is an integral part of the community, and I hope you feel God’s love in this place. 

Please know that we do our best to be faithful stewards of what you have entrusted to us. Every gift is appreciated and helpful to 

our work, and so as you think about what offering you may make to the Chapel, please consider how God might be using the  

Chapel in your life. Your contributions help to support our vision, and whatever you feel led to give is most appreciated and valued. 

And so, finally, I ask that you read Dr. Norris’s August appeal letter and if you feel moved to do so, respond by returning the  

offering envelope or by giving online at www.royalpoincianachapel.org. The Chapel is truly a special place. We have a unique  

history that is presently being lived out as we seek to serve Christ and make His name known. Thank you for your part in that.  

      

     Thank you and blessings in Christ, Best, Aaron 

Welcome to the Royal Poinciana Chapel Newsletter!  



Stewart W. Foster, Director of Music 

A Musical Year Recap: As I prepare for an exciting new season of musical events at the chapel, I want to take this 

opportunity to look back on the highlights of last season. Starting all the way back in October, I was so proud of our 

Chapel Chorale and Chamber Orchestra for their stellar performance of Bach's “Reformation Cantata.” This was the 

Chapel's special commemorative offering to celebrate the 500th Anniversary Year of Martin Luther and the  

Reformation. Soon after we welcomed the young organist Nicholas Capozzoli in a brilliant recital that was  

co-sponsored by the American Guild of Organists Palm Beach Chapter. Organists from South Florida were in attend-

ance and expressed their delight in the Chapel's restored Austin pipe organ. For Christmas we brought back the ever-popular 

"Many Moods of Christmas" cantata with orchestra, powerfully conducted by our own Dr. Lloyd Mims. This occasion, along with 

the Patriotic Cantata, provides a great opportunity to welcome guest singers from our chapel and community who wish to join 

their voices with our professional singers. Handel's “Messiah” was also presented in December, by the Palm Beach Masterworks 

Chorus in a sell-out performance. There's no better place to experience the “Messiah” than the beauty of the Chapel! In January 

we were delighted by a performance of the Kronberg Academy, sponsored by Chapel member Axel Langhorst, which is one of my 

favorite events as it highlights up and coming talented string musicians from all over the world, in the historic beauty of Sea Gull 

Cottage. Also in February we debuted a new series in Sea Gull Cottage called "The Singspiel Series" where Greg Ritchey and young 

singers from Palm Beach Opera shared their musical stories with us in an intimate setting. In February Chapel friends Victoria and 

Bruce Atwater treated us to a fantastic Valentine's Serenade and Banquet. Also in February the Chapel Chorus, Chorale and  

Orchestra joined forces in a newly learned Patriotic Cantata, Thompson's "The Testament of Freedom." This was masterfully con-

ducted by Chapel friend and Assistant Conductor of the Palm Beach Opera, Gregory Ritchey. In March we entered into Holy Week 

with a memorable performance of DaVinci's "Last Supper", followed by the next day's service of Good Friday featuring "The Seven 

Last Words." Easter Sunday was as majestic as ever with The Chapel Chorale and Easter Brass led by Jeff Kaye. A few weeks later 

we tapped our toes along with the BlueGrass Sunday band "Blue Highway" followed by a scrumptious barbeque. Our final musical 

event was a glorious performance of the Stetson University Concert Choir, joined by the young students from the BAK School.  

 

The Chapel is a wonderful place for music, and as I plan the next year, I know you join in my excitement and gratitude that we are 

so richly blessed by the great musicians in our chorale and in the community. This year we welcomed three new members to the 

chorale, Michelle and Andrew Struhar, and Christopher Waite. Please share the excitement by bringing friends with you to the 

Chapel for our beautiful concerts, and thank you so much for your support and enthusiasm!  

 

 

 

THE 2018 CHAPEL CHRISTMAS SEASON 

BEGINS ON NOVEMBER 29TH 

WITH DAVID PHELPS 

TO BENEFIT CHAPEL CHARITIES 

David Phelps is an American Christian music vocalist, songwriter, and vocal arranger,  

best known for singing tenor in the Gaither Vocal Band. 

He has released several solo albums, four Christmas collections. 

We invite you to Google David Phelps  “O Holy Night” for a preview  

of the amazing talent we anticipate. 

Worship every Sunday at 10:30am 

Sunday School for Adults  

Returns October 7, 9:15am 

Twenties and Thirties 
1st and 3rd Wednesday of Every Month  

at 6pm in Seagull Cottage. Contact 

dr.apjanklow@royalpoincianachapel.org 

Prayer Meetings 
Join Dr. Chauncey Crandall, MD, and  

Dr. Aaron Janklow, PhD, on Wednesday  

Evenings through October 10 

- See the bulletin for other activities & events 



Financial Snapshot as of August 31, 2018 

Message from Ben Alexander, Board President, and Mike Cook, Treasurer 

As President and Treasurer of the Chapel, we want to say “Thank You!” to everyone who has contribut-

ed to the Chapel this past year, whether it was through financial giving, volunteer efforts or otherwise. 

We hope that you enjoy life at the Chapel as much as we and our families do. We have strong and  

inspiring messages each Sunday, uplifting music, active and vibrant children’s and youth programs, 

many adult education opportunities and first-class facilities. Additionally, our ministers spend significant amounts of time visiting 

the homebound and hospitalized and serving effective roles in our community. With all we have to be proud of and with all that is 

to come, what an exciting time this is in the life of the Chapel! 

By now you will have read the latest seasonal appeal letter from Dr. Norris, as well as Dr. Janklow’s message on the front page of 

this newsletter. As expressed at the congregational meeting in January, the Board of Directors instituted a new set of budgeting 

principles that started this fiscal year. One of these principles is to make every effort to have annual giving meet or exceed annual 

operating expenses. This is important for not only self-sufficiency reasons but to also allow special contributions, such as bequests 

and other legacy gifts, to be set aside to secure the Chapel’s future rather than be used to offset current operating expenses. With 

this in mind, the Board of Directors increased our budgeted revenue for this fiscal year (when compared to historical levels). While 

we have done well in surpassing our revenue from the previous year, we still need help in reaching our goal for this year.  

Specifically, as of the end of August, 2018, we are $244,000.00 short of meeting our YTD goal. We’ve done a good job, but we can 

do better, and we hope you will join us and the rest of the Board of Directors in making every effort to help the Chapel raise at 

least that amount by September 30, 2018. 

As we add new programs, grow existing ones, and take care of our precious facilities and congregation, the Chapel needs you, and 

we are confident you will answer the call. Thank you for your continued support of this wonderful Chapel, and if you have any 

questions or would like to discuss in more detail, please do not hesitate to reach out to either of us or to Dr. Norris, Dr. Janklow or 

Catherine D’Agostino (Finance Administrator). Looking forward to a wonderful start to the 2018-2019 season! 

Annual Budgeted Support: $1,244,000 

YTD Support Actual:            $1,000,000 

YTD Support Goal:               $1,151,000 

YTD Positive/Shortfall:         - $151,000 

                   

      September’s Goal: $93,000 

For questions, please call the Chapel 

561-655-4212 or email: 

Dr. Norris, drrsnorris@royalpoincianachapel.org 

Dr. Janklow, dr.apjanklow@royalpoincianachapel.org 

Mike Cook, Treasurer 

     jmichaelcook@comcast.net 

Catherine D’Agostino, Finance Administrator 

     accounting@royalpoincianachapel.org 

*Thank you for your ongoing support. As of 

September 1, we are in the last month of the 

Chapel’s fiscal year and remain $244,00 short of 

our annual goal. With your help we hope that 

during the month of September we will make 

more progress in meeting our support goal for 

the year. Importantly, thank you again for all 

you do to support the work of the  

Royal Poinciana Chapel! 



Ashley and Christian Crandall, Directors of Children and Youth Ministries 

What a blessed year it has been here with the children and youth at the Royal Poinciana Chapel! Last fall 

brought about exciting start-ups with Kids Club, Friday Night Live, and our new group for high school, The 

Gathering! In December, the children of Kids Club and Sunday school put on a special outreach bake sale 

in order to raise money for a local homeless shelter, Program Reach. They raised $1135.00! Friday Night 

Live & The Gathering provided Christmas gifts for 10 children and their families at Village Baptist & Feed 

The Hungry Pantry! We are so proud of all those who assisted to make these outreach efforts possible! 

The spring was full of excitement too - Easter always brings an abundance of activity! Easter Sunday we were blessed 

to minister to a total of 84 children and youth! Kids Club and Sunday school stuffed 51 beach bags for Program  

Reach - each filled with fun summer activities! 

And to end the school year our Vacation Bible Camp brought in 50 students ready for some crazy Bible fun! Parents 

both familiar and unfamiliar with our church entrusted their children to us for an action-packed week full of music, 

games, snacks, Bible stories, and more! 

We would love for you to join us this year - Sunday school is in full swing! Kids Club, Friday Night Live, and The  

Gathering will all be starting up soon!  

 
Kick-Off Dates 

Kids Club: August 21@ 4pm 

Open to ages newborn though 4th grades 

Friday Night Live: September 14 @ 6pm 

Open to grades 5th through 8th 

The Gathering: September 14 @ 6pm 

Open to grades 9th through 12th 

The Royal Poinciana Chapel, 60 Cocoanut Row, Palm Beach, FL 33480 

561-655-4212       www.royalpoincianachapel.org 


